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to maintain this line. While we. were so hardly pressed
two Iowa regiments approached from the rear, but could
not be brought up to the severe fire that was raging in our
front, and General Grant, who visited us on that ground,
will remember our situation about 3 P. M.; but about 4 P.
M. it was evident that Hurlbut's line had been driveji back
to the river, and knowing that General Wallace was com-
ing with re-enforcements from Crump's Landing, General:
McClernand and I, on consultation, selected a new line of
defence, with its right covering a bridge by which General
Wallace had to approach. ^Ve fell back as well as we
could, gathering in addition to our own, such scattered
forces as we could find, and formed the new line. During
this change the enemy's cavalry charged us, but were hand-
somely repulse" d by an Illinois regiment, whose number I
did not learn at that time or since.

"The Fifth Ohio Cavalry, which had come up, rendered
good service in holding the enemy in check for some time
and Major Taylor also came up with a new battery, and
got into position just in time to get a good flank fire upon
the enemy's column as he pressed on General McClernand's
right, checking his advance, when General McClernand's
Division made a fine charge on the enemy, and drove him
back into the ravines to our front and right. I had a clear
field about two hundred yards wide in my immediate front,
and contented myself with keeping the enemy's infantry
at that distance during the day. In this position we rested
for the night. My command had become decidedly of a
mixed character. Buckland's Brigade was the only one that
retained organization. Colonel Hiklebrand was.personally
there, but his brigade was not Colonel McDowell had been
severely injured by a fall of his horse, and had gone to the
river, and the three regiments of his brigade were not in line,he brow of in theime Sherman
